DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
Mr. Chamberlain also said that the year 1938 had been one of
progress in the direction of peace-making and that he was
astonished at the pessimism of some critics of the Government.
The destiny of Mr, Chamberlain is to be astonished. He further
said that he had chosen his own course and that if he were
ultimately to fail cit would be no consolation to myself or anybody
else to be able to say that I had followed the advice of others
instead of relying on my own judgment*.
That can be put another way. If Mr. Chamberlain fails, the
responsibility will be his, all his, and nobody's but his, When he
took office time still remained to stop the rot. He had no personal
knowledge or experience of foreign affairs. Did he lend ear to
those who had? Seemingly not. Following *his own judgment*,
he took on his own responsibility decisions, in great international
crises, of incalculable importance to the world and to his country-
men. The result of these decisions will show itself very soon
now. The bulk of expert and experienced opinion in foreign
affairs was against them. The professional makers of garments
did not approve the way this cloth was being cut and stitched.
Mr. Chamberlain followed his own ideas, They were also those
of the small but influential inner circle, inexperienced in foreign
affairs but obsessed by fear of The Reds, that pulls so much weight
in England.
If Mr. Chamberlain succeeds all the glory is his* If he fails the
whole responsibility is his, but that will not help England.
But anyway, the brain reels before a claim that a policy of
peace-making achieved progress in 1938. Look at your world,
now. You have arrayed against you three of the greatest, if not
the three greatest, military nations in the world, threatening you
and your empire from every point of the compass. Peace? Peace-
making? Eradicating the causes of war? In China a tragedy is in
progress the like of which our world, since we began to keep a
record of it, has hardly ever seen, something almost as far beyond
human understanding as space itself. Nobody knows how many
Chinese have died, but already more than those who died in the
whole four years of the World War! Try to imagine the entire
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